
A Hartwell Family of Color
JEFFREY1 "JESSE" HARTWELL, was born ca. 1750, since he was said to be 
about five years old on 6 July 1756, when he was purchased by Joseph5 
Hartwell of Bedford, Massachusetts. Joseph paid Joseph Fitch the sum of 24
pounds lawful money of New England for the young colored boy (History of 
Dracut).

Jeffrey served in the Revolution, enlisting on 29 September 1775 in 
Capt. Edward Farmer's co., Col. Jonathan Reed's regt., in which he served 
41 days before being discharged 8 November 1777, with 185 miles allowed 
for mileage home (MS&S). He was also a private in Lieut. John Flint's co., 
Col. Thomas Poor's regt., in which he served at and about White Plains for 
more than eight months. He was at Fort Clinton and West Point, serving 
with a company raised to fortify passes of North River, New York. He was 
discharged 11 February 1779, having taken 12 days and 240 miles to travel 
home.

Less than a month after his discharge, an old Dracut journal entry, 
dated 4 March 1779, gives the information that "one Stephen Hartwell was 
here to advise relating to a Neagro named Jeffrey Hartwell. Spent 
considerable time with him at his request relating to said Neagro's freedom. 
He would have given me a fee. I refused to take one (in a Neagro Cause)." 

Dracut town records from 1779 state "John Varnum notified the 
town that he had received a laborer, a negro, who calls himself Jeffrey 
Freeman, about twenty-eight years old from Joseph Hartwell in Bedford. 
Said Jefferey appears to be an able bodied laboring man and says he expects
to earn his living at husbandry work."

Jeffrey married, about 1783, MARIA (-?-), who died at Dracut 6 
January 1839, age 90 (Gs: Hamblett Cemetery). Jeffrey died there, 20 or 22 
July 1816 (ibid.). Jeffrey Freeman is shown on the 1790 census for Dracut as
the head of a household consisting of six "other free persons."

Children, born probably at Dracut, order of birth uncertain:

i.VIOLET2 HARTWELL, b. -- Feb 1784; d. Dracut, 9 May 1867, age 83y 
3m (MA VRs 203:118); unmarried. Jesse Swain was 
appointed to administer the estate of Violet Hartwell, single 
woman, who died at Dracut 9 May 1867 leaving as her next of
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kin: Frances Hartwell of Dracut, sister; Elizabeth Offley, wife 
of G. W. Offley of New Bedford, a niece of the deceased and a
daughter of Daniel Hartwell who was a brother of said Violet 
and is now deceased. Jesse Swain died before the estate was 
settled, and Henry Richardson was appointed. The inventory, 
taken 22 October 1867, showed an estate valued at $1,659.98 
in real estate and $337.50 in personal estate. The 
administration agreement was signed with their marks by 
Frances Hartwell, Elizabeth Offley and Greensbury W. Offley 
(Middlesex Probate File #33720).

ii. JESSE HARTWELL, b. ca. 1786; d. Dracut, 23 March 1849.
+2. iii. DANIEL HARTWELL, b. ca. 1788; m. BETSEY ADAMS.

 iv. FRANCES HARTWELL, b. 13 November 1792; d. 13 March 1880, 
age 87y 4m (MA VRs 320:78); unmarried.

v. AMAZIAH HARTWELL, b. ca. 1798; d. Dracut, 30 Sept 1863, age 
65.

vi. [?]FRANCIS HARTWELL, b. ca. 1801; d. U. S. Marine Hospital, 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, 8 Sept. 1827, age 25 yrs (ChVRs 2:309).

2. DANIEL2 HARTWELL, born say 1790; d. before 1842; m. Chatham, 
Connecticut, as “Daniel Hartwill of Boston,” 13 April 1823 (Barbour 
Index), Betsey E. Adams. Although this marriage record does not identify 
the couple as colored, circumstantial evidence indicates that this is the 
marriage of “our” Daniel. There is no other unidentified Daniel who could 
have made this marriage; moreover a Betsey Hartwell and George Lord 
(colored) were married at New Haven on 26 September 1842 (Barbour 
Index). Only two Adams families in Chatham, CT – that of Jacob and Jacob
Jr. – are found on the 1820 and 1830 census indexes, and both of them are 
listed as “other free persons.” No records of Daniel's existence have been 
found other than the mention of him in the administration of his sister 
Violet's estate.

Child, born at Hartford, Connecticut:

i. Elizabeth Hartwell, b. 1 March 1827 (calc.); d. New Bedford, 
MA, 22 Sept 1901, age 74y 6m 21d (MA VRs 516:322);
m. Boston, 17 March 1857 (MA VRs 110:23), as his 
second wife, Greensbury W. Offley, b. Centerville, MD, 



ca. 1809, d. New Bedford, MA, 24 March 1896, age 87y
3m (MA VRs 463:299), son of John R. and Henrietta 
Offley. Greensbury was called clergyman at the time of 
his marriage to Elizabeth, and farmer on his death 
record.
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AFRICAN AMERICAN HARTWELLS IN LOUISIANA

MARGIE HARTWELL was born ca. 1908 and was the head of a household 
Shreveport, Louisiana when the 1930 census was taken. Her husband may 
be the BEANO HARTWELL, age 21 in the household, but why he would not 
be listed as the head of household is not known.

Children, per 1930 census:

i. LIZZIE HARTWELL, b. 1926 (age 3-9/12 in 1930); no further record.
2. ii. LEROY HARTWELL, b. 23 July 1928; m. EVELYN GRIFFIN.

2.  LEROY HARTWELL, son of Margie and (possibly) Beano Hartwell, was 
born at Shreveport, Louisiana 23 July 1928 and died there 5 November 
2008 (SSDI). He married EVELYN GRIFFIN, who was born at Pointee 
Coupee Parish, Louisiana 28 July 1926 and died at Shreveport 15 April 
2008 (obit. from legacy.com), 9th child of John and Eveline (Minor) Griffin.

Child, per obit.:

I.LINDA J. HARTWELL


