WHO WAS MARY FARNSWORTH, WIFE OF EBENEZER HARTWELL?
A cautionary tale
by Joy F. (Hartwell) Peach

The use of vital records is of primary importance in genealogical research but sometimes
incorrect conclusions can occur if other records are not also consulted. Such was the case with
Mary (Farnsworth) Hartwell.

Ebenezer Hartwell was married to Mary Farnsworth at Groton, Massachusetts on 7 December
1763.1 Both the Farnsworth genealogy'” and the Hartwell genealogy,” apparently relying only
on vital records, identify Mary as the daughter of Matthias and Abigail (Shedd) Farnsworth who
was baptized at Groton 31 October 1736.1) Mary’s death on 19 March 1832 at the age of 93
years”! does not quite agree with this conclusion, but does not appear to have been questioned.
Farnsworth gives Mary the death date that actually belongs to her husband, Ebenezer Hartwell,;
Hartwell gives her correct death date, but does not mention her age at death, thereby avoiding the
issue of her birth date. That Mary’s identity has remained unchallenged for years is probably due
to the fact that there are apparently no descendants from either of Ebenezer and Mary Hartwell’s
daughters. However, Mary does have descendants, who might be curious regarding her later life.

Mary’s true identity is shown by the following deposition dated 24 June 1778 and signed by her
mark:

The widow Mary Hartwell of Groton Testifies and saith that her Son Edmund
Farnsworth went & Lived with a man at acton and was to have been bound as an
apprentice if he had liked his place; but being Discontented, he inlisted into the army
in the Sixteenth year of his age, upon which his master never paid him any wages
and withheld his Cloathing — That he served as a Soldier in Capt. Moors Comp[an]y
and went to York; after his return from York came to Groton and lived with the
Dopenant all winter and on the 17th of march 1777, inlisted into the Continental
army for during the Warr & Received his Bounty from Groton and lived with her
untill he marched again.[

Edmund Farnsworth was the son of Ebenezer Jr. and Mary (Nichols) Farnsworth who were
married at Groton on 20 February 1755."" Ebenezer and Mary had three sons before Ebenezer’s
untimely death on 11 May 1761."1 It is apparent that Ebenezer Hartwell married the widow of
Ebenezer Farnsworth rather than the daughter of Matthias and Abigail. Early marriage records
are notorious for not mentioning whether a marriage is a person’s first, second or subsequent trip
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to the altar, and women are seldom identified as widows, even when they plainly were.
Incidentally, the wrongly identified Mary was actually the sister of Ebenezer Farnsworth and
thus a sister-in-law of Ebenezer Hartwell’s actual wife. Her later history has not been learned,
but this researcher suspects that she died probably young.

Summary:

MARY NICHOLS, perhaps an unrecorded daughter of Samuel and Mary (__ ) Nichols, was born
ca. 1739 and died at Groton 19 March 1832, age 93 years.!”” She married first, 20 February 1755,
EBENEZER FARNSWORTH JR.,''” who was born at Groton 10 May 1731,/"" and died there 11
May 1761,"* son of Matthias and Abigail (Shedd) Farnsworth. She married secondly, at Groton,
7 December 1763, EBENEZER HARTWELL,'"! who was born at Groton 21 April 1736!"*! and died
there — April 1767, son of Ebenezer and Rachel (Farnsworth) Hartwell. Mary not only sent her
sons to fight in the Revolution, but is credited with knitting stockings for the troops.!'® She is
shown on the 1790 census as the head of a household in Groton consisting of two females, no
doubt herself and her daughter Molly.

Children by first husband, born at Groton:!"”!

i. HARBOUR FARNSWORTH, b. 10 June 1756; d. 5 March 1826;!"®! m. Harvard 12
March 1778, Lucy HAILD (HEALD).!""!
1i. EBENEZER FARNSWORTH, b. 12 April 1758; m. 4 July 1780, MARTHA HAILD

(HEALD) of Harvard.™
1ii. EDMUND FARNSWORTH, b. 15 August 1760; m. 1 March 1781, JANE CONN.

Children by second husband, born at Groton:*!!

iv. MOLLY HARTWELL, b. 22 October 1764; living in 1790, she may be the Molly
Hartwell who m. Groton 1 October 1810, as his 3rd wife, ELIJAH PIERCE,
although no death record for a Mary or Molly Pierce has been found.

V. Lucy HARTWELL, b. 14 May 1766; d. infancy.
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